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HISTOIRE DE LA MÉDECINE/HISTORY OF MEDICINE
AHMAD IBN ABY AL’ASH`ATH (959 AD) STUDIED GASTRIC PHYSIOLOGY
IN A LIVE LION 

Farid S. HADDAD*

The recent article of Amjad Hussain [1] reminded me
of the famous old physician from Mosul, Iraq, aHmad ibn
aby al’ash`ath (dec 975 AD) [‘ash`ath means disheveled]
who was also a great and wise teacher and the renowned
author of several medical books. He described the physi-
ology of the stomach in a live lion in his book “a l g A y
w a a l m u g t a y” which he finished writing in April 959 AD
at the Castle of Barqa in Armenia [2]. A manuscript frag-
ment of  “a l g A y waalmugta y” is preserved in the British
Museum (Supplement 786) [2-3]. I have a photographic
copy of this manuscript in my library [4].

The section on gastric physiology has been quoted by
ibn aby uSaybi`a in 1270 AD [2] (Figure above). Here is
an English rendition of this very interesting quote :

“

[5]

[equivalent to
18 liters].

This sounds like a pretty heroic procedure that, to our
knowledge, has no parallel in the annals of medical his-
tory. To borrow a term from röntgenology, one could say
that this is real interventional anatomo-physiology at its
best. By initiating one of the first experimental events in
gastric physiology : the observation of the physiology of
the stomach in a live lion in 959 AD, aHmad ibn aby
al’ash`ath preceded William Beaumont († 1853) by
almost 900 years. He should be given proper credit for
his truly pioneering work.
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Stomach physiology in a live lion
by aHmad ibn aby al’ash`ath (959 AD).




